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Hkkux<+ dh vkRedFkk 
,d ,sfrgkfld ewY;kadu

Authored by: Surajbhan Bhardwaj
ISBN: 978-93-6627-387-7
Year: 2024
Pages: 200
Price: ₹800/-
Format: Hardback
Territory: Global
Category: Academic
Size: Demy 8vo

The Book

y®x®a dk ekuuk gS fd va/ksjk g®us d¢ ckn Hkkux<+ Hkwr izsr®a dk vkokl cu tkrk gS v©j ;g 'kgj ,d rkaf=d d¢ vfHk"kki d¢ dkj.k mtM+ 
x;k FkkA bl vo/kkj.kk d® nwjn’kZu dh nqfu;ka us v©j iq[rk dj fn;k gSA njvly bl ladrFkuk us Hkkux<+ d¢ bfrgkl d® x©.k cuk 
fn;k gS v©j Hkwr izsr®a dh dgkfu;ka bl mtM+s 'kgj dh thou js[kk cu xbZ gSaA bl iqLrd esa Hkkux< d¢ bfrgkl dk laf{kIr fooj.k gSA 
Hkkux<+ 17oha lnh esa ,d Qyrk Qwyrk okf.kfT;d 'kgj g®rk Fkk] t® 18oha lnh d¢ izkjafHkd o"k®Z esa jktuSfrd dkj.k®a ls mtkM+ fn;k 
x;k FkkA 20oha lnh d¢ izkjaHk esa Hkkux< dh mtM+h gqbZ fojklr d® y®x®a ls cpkus d¢ fy, Hkwr izsr®a dh dgkfu;®a dk izpyu 'kq: g® 
x;kA bu dgkfu;®a esa n® fHkUu /kkjkvksa dk fooj.k feyrk gS& Hkkux< dk fouk’k ukFkiafFk;®a d¢ vfHk"kki ds dkj.k gqvk gS tcfd oS".ko 
?keZ lq[k’kkafr o lEiurk dk izrhd gSA

The auThor

lwjtHkku Hkkj}kt us rhu n’kd ls vf/kd fnYyh fo’ofo|ky; ls lacaf/kr e®rhyky usg: egkfo|ky;] ubZ fnYyh esa v/;kiu dk;Z fd;k 
gSA og egkfo|ky; ls dk;Zokgd fizafliy d¢ in ls lsok fuo`r gq;s gSaA mUg®us lu~ 1992 esa tokgjyky usg: fo’ofo|ky;] ubZ fnYyh 
ls ih-,p-Mh- dh mikf/k izkIr dhA fo’®"k :i ls mudh :fp e/;dkyhu Hkkjrh; ys[ku esa jgh gSA mudk 'kks/kdk;Z dk {®= e/;dkyhu 
jktLFkku jgk gSA mudh izdkf’kr iqLrd®a esa Contestations and Accommodations: Mewat and Meos in Mughal India 
(2016); State and Peasant A Society in Medieval North India: Essays on Changing Contours of Mewat (2019) 
csgn izfl) gSaA bu iqLrd®a d¢ vykok mUg®us nks v©j iqLrd¢a jktLFkku d¢ bfrgkl ls lacaf/kr lg ys[kd d¢ :i esa izdkf’kr dh gSA bud¢ 
vfrfjDr ,d ntZu ls vf/kd 'kks/k i= fy[® gSa t® jk"Vªh; o varjkZ"Vªh; if=dkv®a esa izdkf’kr gq;s gSA

readershiP

This book will be of interest to scholars and students of Medieval Indian History, Popular History, Regional Studies etc.
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EncountErs with 
Jogīs in indian sūfī 
hagiography 

author: simon digby
Edited By: david Lunn
ISBN: 978-93-6883-046-7
Year: 2025
Pages: 328
Price: ₹1550/-
Format: Hardback
Territory: Global
Category: Academic
Size: Royal 8vo

The Book

Encounters with Jogīs in Indian sūfī Hagiography is a meticulous and magisterial analysis of myriad anecdotes from 
early medieval Indian Sūfī literature in which Sufis and Yogis interacted with each other. These meetings—almost always 
contests—regularly featured magical feats of levitation, divination and transmutation. As these are recounted from the 
side of the Sufis—whether from their own lips or by their pious devotees—the Sūfī is usually the victor. Yet, despite their 
partisanship, they offer invaluable insights into attitudes of mind and thought, patterns of settlement as well as of literary 
transmission, considerations of conflict versus accommodation, and the history of yoga itself.

The auThor

simon digby (1932–2010) was one of the foremost scholars on pre-Mughal India as well as a prolific writer, translator 
and collector.

The ediTor

david Lunn was the Simon Digby Postdoctoral Fellow at SOAS University of London, where he also taught extensively 
between 2007 and 2023.

readershiP

This book will be of interest to scholars and students of Medieval Indian Literature, Sufism, Religious History, Islamic 
History etc.



Primus Books
Virat Bhavan, Commercial Complex, Mukherjee Nagar, Delhi 110009
Phone: (011) 47038192 • Fax: (011) 47038099
mail: publicity.primus@primusbooks.com

www.primusbooks.comPrimus Books
An Imprint of Ratna Sagar P. Ltd.

Flowers oF the sun
The People and land of Kutch, 
c.1740–2020

Author: Mariam Dossal
ISBN: 978-93-6883-866-1
Year: 2025
Pages: 472
Price: ₹1995/-
Format: Hardback
Territory: Global
Category: Academic
Size: Royal 8vo

The Book

Flowers of the Sun: The People and Land of Kutch, c.1740–2020 examines Kutch’s rich and fascinating history, spanning 
nearly three centuries. It highlights the strong Sufi tradition of Kutch, the shared love of the land and the awareness that 
survival in the harsh environment requires cooperation and innovation, ‘mil and mithas’, friendship and sweetness.

The early years of the nineteenth century witnessed efforts by the British to establish political and military control 
over Kutch, Sindh and north-west India. Thwarted by effective Kutchi resistance under the able leadership of military 
commander Jamadar Fateh Mahomed, this period constitutes a significant marker in Kutch’s history. His death in 1813 
was followed by increasing British domination over the princely state, until India (and Kutch) gained Independence in 
1947. 

Special attention is paid to Kutch’s participation in the Indian national movement, hitherto almost absent from history 
books. The role of important leaders, notably, Yusuf Meherally, K.T. Shah, M.M Mehta, Jilubha Jadeja among others, 
reveal the dominant concerns of the people of Kutch. This historical study concludes with the devastating earthquake of 
26 January 2001 and the significant changes that have taken place thereafter.

The auThor

Mariam Dossal is former Professor at the Department of History, University of Mumbai.

readershiP

This book will be of interest to scholars and students of History of Kutch, History of Gujarat, Cultural History, History of 
Sufism, Maritime History, Political History, Indian History etc.
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GoverninG Water in 
india
inequality, reform, and the 
State

author: Leela Fernandes
ISBN: 978-93-6883-425-0 
Year: 2025
Pages: 296
Price: ₹1495/-
Format: Hardback
Territory: South Asia
Category: Academic
Size: Royal 8vo

The Book

Intensifying droughts and competing pressures on water resources foreground water scarcity as an urgent concern of 
the global climate change crisis. In India, individual, industrial, and agricultural water demands exacerbate inequities 
of access and expose the failures of state governance to regulate use. State policies and institutions influenced by global 
models of reform produce and magnify socio economic injustice in this “water bureaucracy.”

Drawing on historical records, an analysis of post-liberalization developments, and fieldwork in the city of Chennai, 
Leela Fernandes traces the configuration of colonial historical legacies, developmental-state policies, and economic 
reforms that strain water resources and intensify inequality. While reforms of water governance promote privatization 
and decentralization, they strengthen the state centralized control over water through city-based development models. 
Understanding the political economy of water thus illuminates the consequent failures of the state within countries of 
the Global South.

The auThor

Leela Fernandes is Professor of International Studies at the University of Washington and author of India’s New Middle 
Class: Democratic Politics in an Era of Economic Reform and Transnational Feminism in the United States: Knowledge, 
Ethics, Power.

readershiP

This book will be of interest to scholars and students of Water Management, Development Studies, History of Chennai, 
Environmental Studies and Environmental History etc.



Primus Books
Virat Bhavan, Commercial Complex, Mukherjee Nagar, Delhi 110009
Phone: (011) 47038192 • Fax: (011) 47038099
mail: publicity.primus@primusbooks.com

www.primusbooks.comPrimus Books
An Imprint of Ratna Sagar P. Ltd.

Histories of tHe sciences 
and tHe Politics of 
History
essays in Honour of s. irfan 
Habib

edited by: dhruv raina
ISBN: 978-93-6883-869-2
Year: 2025
Pages: 340
Price: ₹1350/-
Format: Hardback
Territory: Global
Category: Academic
Size: Royal 8vo

The Book

The history and politics of the pursuit of the numerous disciplines of the sciences is enmeshed with debates about the 
impact of colonialism and decolonization, their relationship with emerging ‘global’ concerns, popular and state-driven 
science policies of governments, as well as their linkages of languages and cultural expressions. All these have been 
concerns for research in the academic life of Professor S. Irfan Habib. In his honour, Histories of the Sciences and the 
Politics of History presents contributions by scholars who have associated and worked with him or have been his friends 
in his intellectual journey. This volume covers a range of subjects from the history of science in South Asia to the trends of 
science policies in different eras in independent India. Other themes which relate to the scientific and democratic ethos 
evaluated here include the role of princely states in anti-democratic impulses in South Asia and the problems of terms 
such as ‘global history’ in history writing. This volume presents us with fresh insights into emerging fields of inquiry in 
the history of sciences as well as the political nuances of history making and history writing.

The ediTor

dhruv raina is Professor, Zakir Husain Centre for Educational Studies, School of Social Sciences, Jawaharlal Nehru 
University, New Delhi.

readershiP

This book will be of interest to scholars and students of Indian History, History of Science, Global History, Political 
History, etc.
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MuMbai TaxiMen
autobiographies and 
automobilities in india

author: Tarini bedi
ISBN: 978-93-6883-750-3
Year: 2025
Pages: 244
Price: ₹1295/-
Format: Hardback
Territory: South Asia
Category: Academic
Size: Royal 8vo

The Book

In this first book-length study of Mumbai’s taxi industry and of the livelihoods that surround it, Tarini Bedi draws from 
the lives and voices of chillia taxi drivers who have sustained a hereditary trade for more than a century. Bedi considers 
the Bombay taxi in all its forms: a material object that is driven, an economic and political connection, an expression of 
kinship, an embodiment of urban time and technology, and more. She illustrates how the accumulation of capital in this 
masculinized and mobile trade depends on forms of fixed domestic labor and an ethics of care, and how connections 
among these factors impact the production and reshaping of working-class personhood and laboring subjects. From 
beginning to end, the world of Mumbai automobility unfolds through depiction of the sensory, embodied, and political 
domains of taxi drivers’ work. While most understandings of automobility remain tied to Western assumptions, patterns 
of driving, (sub)urbanization, and engagements with the road, realities in the Global South differ. Mumbai Taximen 
provides a correction to this imbalance through a timely exploration of South Asian social, material, political, labor, and 
technological histories and practices of motoring.

The auThor

Tarini bedi is Associate Professor of Anthropology at the University of Illinois in Chicago. 

readershiP

This book will be of interest to scholars and students of Social Anthropology, Urban History, Cultural Studies, Economic 
History, Social History and Sociology.
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ShakeSpeare’S  
re-ViSionS of hiStory  
Social Collusion, Violence, and 
resistance in nine plays

author: ruth Vanita
ISBN: 978-93-6627-400-3
Year: 2025
Pages: 286
Price: ₹1195/-
Format: Hardback
Territory: Global
Category: Academic
Size: Royal 8vo

The Book

Shakespeare’s Re-Visions of History provides close readings of important, widely studied Shakespeare plays, and puts 
forward some unique arguments. In The Taming of the Shrew, The Merchant of Venice, As You Like It, Othello, Measure 
for Measure, and Hamlet, Shakespeare depicts how violence is made possible by social collusion, both deliberate and 
inadvertent. Bystanders’ acts of omission and commission allow groups such as Jews, old people, and women to be 
violently mistreated, and vulnerable individuals to be silenced and excluded. Vanita shows how Shakespeare’s dramaturgy 
draws attention to this collusion through choric comments, understated irony, play with parts of speech, and songs.

Later plays, such as King Lear, The Winter’s Tale, and Henry the Eighth, contemplate what might happen when society 
collaborates with the powerless. Tyrants may still triumph but Shakespeare appeals to collective memory and imagination 
with images of female power, such as the Virgin Mary and the saints, which had been exiled by the Reformation. He 
recollects histories of miracle and resistance to present a vision of what a future open to forgiveness could look like.

The auThor

ruth Vanita is currently Professor Emerita, University of Montana and the author of two novels and many non-fiction 
works. 

readershiP

This book will be of interest to scholars and students of English Literature and Drama, researchers working on Shakespeare 
and Sixteenth & Seventeenth Century British Literature. 
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South ASiA before the 
Common erA
revisiting Sources and historians’ 
Approaches

Author: Jaya tyagi
ISBN: 978-93-61778-92-6
Year: 2025
Pages: 892
Price: ₹2500/-
Format: Hardback
Territory: Global
Category: Academic
Size: Royal 8vo

The Book

South Asia before the Common Era engages with the way in which the early history of the subcontinent has been 
reconstructed by recent historians, using the rich and varied sources from the region. Exploring the context in which 
artefacts and texts have been retrieved and interpreted, it traces the trajectories of how humans in early South Asia 
responded to their circumstances, the interconnections of communities within and beyond the subcontinent, and the 
multilayered and variegated histories of the region. The book examines the difficulties involved in gleaning information 
from prehistoric, protohistoric and early historic material remains and texts—exploring what they reveal, what they 
hide, what is now lost. It shows how literary traditions survived and examines their tangled histories as well as their 
transmission, re-iteration and re-invention, creating their own layered narratives and hagiographies before being 
interpreted by modern historians. 

The auThor

Jaya tyagi has been teaching history in the University of Delhi for over three decades and is presently Professor in the 
Department of History.

readershiP

This book will be of interest to scholars and students of Archaeology, Ancient History, Prehistory, Historiography, South 
Asian History, etc.
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Acts of seeing, WAys of 
KnoWing
Visual culture in the Making of 
Modern india

Author: sandria B. freitag
ISBN: 978-93-6627-188-0
Year: 2025
Pages: 436
Price: ₹1995/-
Format: Hardback
Territory: Global
Category: Academic
Size: Royal 8vo

The Book

Acts of Seeing, Ways of Knowing: Visual Culture in the Making of Modern India refracts the nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries history of India through reception of the first two ‘mass’ forms of visual culture, photography and posters (those 
with the capacity to produce multiple copies).  India’s responses to a changing public world are revealed, intriguingly, 
through this visual-culture repertoire.  Production and consumption of these material objects revolve especially around 
visual culture’s capacity to prompt and express identity-narratives that draw on the nexus of a dramatic expansion of 
consumption practices with individual efforts to construct meaning by collecting, displaying, designing, and interacting 
with mass-produced materials. They emerge as markers of those intending to be good, modern, citizens, who are drawn, 
significantly, from both middle- and lower-class/caste participants.

The auThor

sandria B. freitag teaches History at North Carolina State University and received her PhD from the University of 
California-Berkeley.

readershiP

This book will be of interest to scholars and students of Visual History, Cultural History, Social History, Mass 
Communication, Modern Indian History, etc.
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Cities, Citizens, 
Classrooms and 
Beyond
essays for narayani Gupta

edited by: Partho datta, mukul Kesavan 
and Kumkum roy
ISBN: 978-93-6627-004-3
Year: 2025
Pages: 416
Price: ₹1295/-
Format: Hardback
Territory: Global
Category: Academic
Size: Royal 8vo

The Book

Cities, Citizens, Classrooms and Beyond is a tribute by scholars, colleagues, students and friends which includes 
memoirs as well as discussions of various facets of urban history, teaching methods and pedagogy. In this volume, 
divided into three sections, the contributors have explored medieval Srirangam, the legacy of Agra, the marsiya in Delhi, 
the urban natures of colonial metropolises and the conservation of the Nizamuddin complex. There are essays on Patrick 
Geddes, the fascinating phenomenon of informal towns, early nationalist Delhi and the activities of Communists in the 
city. Architects, planners, historians, teachers have all reflected on Narayani Gupta’s enduring legacy: the personal and 
humane touch she offers to all her endeavours.  

The ediTors

Partho datta taught undergraduate history and now teaches music studies at the School of Arts and Aesthetics, Jawaharlal 
Nehru University. 

mukul Kesavan is a writer based in Delhi. He taught history at Jamia Millia Islamia, along with Narayani Gupta, for 
many years.

Kumkum roy taught for several years in colleges and universities in Delhi, and retired from the Centre for Historical 
Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, in 2021. 

readershiP

This book will be of interest to scholars and students of History of Delhi, History of Towns, Urbanisation, Pedagogy, 
Education and Learning, Historiography etc.
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Clio Revisits Calliope 
a Historian’s excursion to the 
Kāvya literature

author: Kesavan veluthat
ISBN: 978-93-6883-199-0
Year: 2025
Pages: 258
Price: ₹995/-
Format: Hardback
Territory: Global
Category: Academic
Size: Royal 8vo

The Book

The essays included in Clio Revisits Calliope: A Historian’s Excursion to the Kāvya Literature analyze kāvya literature 
in Sanskrit, bringing to bear on it a sense of history. Taken up for study are the kāvyas of Kālidāsa, Bhāravi and Māgha, 
as well as a few praśastis. There is also a study of the Ma]nipravā_lam poetry from Kerala, which partake of all features 
of Sanskrit kāvyas. The burden of argument in these essays is that even when the theme taken up by two texts are the 
same, each has a different flavour and character and that it is the social formation which produced a literary piece that 
determines them.

Although not planned and written as a disciplined monograph, the essays, when read together, will bring home the 
point that Clio, the muse of history, and Calliope, the muse of epic poetry, are not antagonistic to one another. They 
complement each other. A sense of history is essential in appreciating poetry; so also, a literary sensibility is a desideratum 
in understanding the past. It emphasizes that one will be able to understand by reading poetry what a thousand volumes 
of history books could not possibly tell us, i.e. it is possible to feel history rather than know it.

The auThor

Kesavan veluthat has taught history at the Universities of Calicut, Mangalore and Delhi. He has been a Visiting Professor 
at many universities in India and abroad. 

readershiP

This book will attract scholars, students, and general readers interested in Ancient Indian History, Literary Texts and 
Indology.
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ConfluenCe of IndIa 
and Central asIa 
through the ages

edited by: syed akhtar husain
ISBN: 978-93-6883-941-5
Year: 2025
Pages: 376
Price: ₹1450/-
Format: Hardback
Territory: Global
Category: Academic
Size: Royal 8vo

The Book

Confluence of India and Central Asia through the Ages is a compendium of papers presenting the colourful past and 
promising future of Central and South Asia. Scholars have discussed Buddhism as the leitmotif of the Silk Route, criss-
crossing Asia, in this book. The volume also deals with Persian and Urdu texts which demonstrate the cultural richness of 
the regions. Other chapters in the book give insight into connectivity, multilateralism, threats of terrorism to and hopes 
of peaceful coexistence and cooperation for India and Central Asia.

The ediTor

syed akhtar husain is Professor at the Centre of Persian and Central Asian Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New 
Delhi, and President of the Institute of Indo-Persian Studies, New Delhi. He has published articles in leading journals 
of Persian studies in India and abroad and has two books to his credit. He has also co-edited Essays on the Arabian 
Nights (2015) and Revisiting Sadeq Hedayat’s Blind Owl: Writings on a Modern Persian Novel (2023).

readershiP

This book will attract scholars, students, and general readers interested in Economic History, History of Trade & 
Commerce, Cultural Studies, International Relations, Religious Studies, Travelogues and Literature. 
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Dilemmas of a Trishanku
memory, self and society in 
Contemporary india

author: Deepak kumar
ISBN: 978-93-6177-161-3
Year: 2024
Pages: 292
Price: ₹695/-
Format: Paperback
Territory: Global
Category: Academic
Size: Demy 8vo

The Book

Dilemmas of a Trishanku presents a thought-provoking account of a society and a nation marked by its contradictions 
and seamlessly combines everyday social and political experiences with academic insights. The Pauranic story of a pious 
king called Trishanku, who probably still hangs between heaven and earth, is used as a metaphor to capture the different 
nuances of dilemmas which we all face in life as individuals and as citizens.

Based on both historical data and what sociologists call ‘participant observation’, this account dwells on the predicaments 
and struggles of post-independence India. It begins with a depiction of life in a moffusil town and moves on to examine 
closely the issues of caste, religion, governance, corruption, education, science, culture, and lot more.

Presented with rare verve and wit, and by using the lens of both historical and personal experiences, these ‘rumblings’ 
help unfurl layers of life in contemporary India.

The AuThor

Deepak kumar has worked and popularized research and teaching on the history of science in India for almost five 
decades. In 2017 he retired as Professor of History of Science and Education from Jawaharlal Nehru University, New 
Delhi.

reAdershiP

This book will be of interest to scholars and students of Post-Independence Indian History, Indian Polity, Social History, 
Sociology, History of Science and Medicine, and Development Studies.
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Forests, Foragers,  
and empires
socionatural Histories of 
southern india     

author: Kathleen d. morrison
ISBN: 978-93-5852-034-7
Year: 2024
Pages: 459
Price: ₹1695/-
Format: Hardback
Territory: Global
Category: Academic
Size: Royal 8vo

The Book

Forests, Foragers, and Empires: Socionatural Histories of Southern India explores the complex histories of south Indian 
forests and foragers, focusing on historical recognitions and misrecognitions emerging from prior assumptions about 
human and non-human history, and about presumed fundamental characteristics of ‘nature’ and ‘culture’. Many of these 
essays focus on the hunting and gathering peoples of southern India, especially as they have articulated with others 
throughout the Holocene. Other essays consider the larger-scale landscape histories within which these are situated, 
from the forests themselves to local and long-standing networks of production, trade, and power. These histories include 
multiple forms of agency—kings, hunters, merchants, farmers, sailors, city-dwellers, and of course plants, animals, and 
the forests themselves. This collection of essays aims to reinsert both forests and foragers into mainstream South Asian 
history, including the history of European colonial expansion and conquest, as well as those of other imperial polities.  

The auThor

Kathleen d. morrison is the Sally and Alvin V. Shoemaker Professor of Anthropology and Lead Curator, Asian Section, 
at the University of Pennsylvania Museum. Her research focuses on the historical ecology of Southern Asia, integrating 
paleoenvironmental analysis, archaeology, and history.

readershiP

This book will be of interest to scholars and students of Environmental History, Anthropocene, South Indian History, 
Colonial History and Forestry.
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Living with the Past 
The Law Family of Calcutta

author: supriya Law
ISBN: 978-93-6177-909-1
Year: 2025
Pages: 378
Price: ₹1995/-
Format: Hardback
Territory: Global
Category: Academic
Size: Royal 8vo

The Book

Living with the Past provides an insider’s view into the history of the Laws (an Anglicized derivative of the Bengali 
surname ‘Laha’), a Subarnabanik mercantile family that rose to prominence in the commercial world of mid-nineteenth 
to early twentieth century Calcutta. This study delves into the mercantile origins of the family, examines the functioning 
of the family firm, Messrs Prawn Kissen Law & Co. (established in 1839), and explores the religious life of the Laws. 
Written by a member of the family, this book juxtaposes archival sources with oral narratives and memories to share 
unique insights into the family as well as the intricate workings of their various religious beliefs and rituals, especially 
their opulent Durga Puja celebrations, which continue to this day. Primarily focusing on four generations, starting with 
Prawn Kissen Law (1790–1853), the book traces the linkages of caste, commerce, and kinship that contributed to building 
the reputation of this bonedi bari.

The auThor

supriya Law is currently pursuing her doctoral degree at the University of Calcutta. She has conducted in-depth research 
into the history of the Law family and is, at present, working on the Subarnabanik community in West Bengal with a 
focus on the family history of Mutty Lall Seal (1792–1854) and Prawn Kissen Law (1790–1853).

readershiP

This book will attract scholars, students, and general readers interested in Colonial History of Bengal, Modern Indian 
History, Cultural History, and History of Trade and Commerce.
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The Book

Police Power and Colonial Rule analyses the increasing deployment and growing authority of the police in the Madras 
Presidency of British India, demonstrating the centrality of policing to the colonial regime and its legacies. Beginning with 
the formation of a colonial constabulary in 1859, the book examines the evolving organization and structure of the force, 
its racial hierarchies, and response to rapidly changing political and social conditions that led up to Indian independence. 
Based on cutting-edge research, this work explores the contested role of the police in combating nationalist opposition 
and labour militancy, and shows how the police, through the formation and expansion of armed units, replaced the 
military in enforcing internal order and suppressing anti-colonial resistance. The book also examines the impact of 
colonial policing on both rural and urban society in south India and discusses how nationalists opposed police brutality 
while ultimately seeking ascendancy over the force. Grounded in India’s colonial history, the book is also directly relevant 
to the critical study of postcolonial India and colonial policing around the world. For this revised edition, the author has 
written a new Introduction setting out the scope of the work and placing it in the context of recent police studies.

The auThor

david arnold is Professor Emeritus in the Department of History, University of Warwick and a Fellow of the British 
Academy.

readershiP

This book will be of interest to scholars and students of Colonial History, Police System, History of Crime, Administrative 
History, History of the Madras Presidency and Modern Indian History.
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The Book

Sikander Hyat-Khan: Collected Papers of the Premier of United Punjab, 1928–1942 presents a comprehensive 
examination of a pivotal figure in the history of unified Punjab. Hyat-Khan, whose tenure was cut short by his passing at 
the age of 50, served as a beacon of leadership in the years leading up to the Partition that would reshape the subcontinent. 
As Punjab’s first democratically elected leader, Hyat-Khan championed intercommunal harmony, assembling a cabinet 
of diverse faiths, and spearheading significant reforms across agriculture, economy, law, education, and culture. He 
also made pivotal contributions, including drafting the Lahore Resolution (which later became the basis for Pakistan’s 
Constitution), leading India in World War II, advocating for self-determination, and envisioning a unified postcolonial 
state. This first-ever collection of Hyat-Khan’s writings, speeches, and tributes offers insight into his impact and the 
pivotal moments in South Asian history, celebrating a visionary leader’s commitment to freedom and unity. 

The ediTor

Jeanne Sheehan is Professor of Political Science and International Studies at Iona University, a Bloomberg Politics 
contributor, and author.  

readershiP

This book will be of interest to scholars and students of South Asian History, Modern Indian History, Colonialism, and 
Political & Social History.
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The Book

Strange Familiarities traces epistolary traditions produced within the ethnolinguistic cultures of nineteenth-century 
Bengal and the North-West Provinces in colonial India. The book provides a close reading of texts and English translations 
of epistolary literature, selected due to their novelty and radical responses to the ‘postal revolution’ of the time.

Through the study of epistolarities, the book also directs the reader’s attention towards cultural histories, especially 
the conceptual complexity of the ‘subcontinent’. Trained as we are to see ‘the subcontinent’ through a post-Partition 
nationalist lens, and as a composite of distinct, bordered entities, this renders us less inclined to consider subcontinental 
cultures in terms of their interconnected histories. The book, thus, not only serves as a reader of nineteenth and early 
twentieth-century epistolary texts, it also acts as an archive and provides a glimpse into aspects of cultural history.

The auThor

nandini Bhattacharya is Professor, Department of English and Culture Studies, The University of Burdwan, West Bengal.

readershiP

This book will attract scholars and students and general readers interested in Literature, English Literature, Bengali 
Literature, Comparative Literature, Cultural Studies and Linguistics.
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The Book

Among the regions of South Asia, Bengal proved extraordinarily receptive to the Islamic faith.  This area, and especially 
the eastern delta comprising today’s Bangladesh, contains the world’s second-largest Muslim ethnic population.  How 
and why did such a large Muslim population emerge there?  And, more broadly, how does the religious transformation 
of an entire population take place?  Richard Eaton’s study examines the unique processes that shaped Bengal’s cultural 
landscape, focusing on the dynamics of moving frontiers and the long historical encounter between Islamic and Indic 
civilizations.

The Rise of Islam and the Bengal Frontier, 1204–1760 is as much an essay in geography as in history, for the Bengal 
delta was a frontier of many facets.  Eaton traces the establishment and evolution of the Indo-Islamic community from 
the year 1204, when Persianized Turks from North India swept into and annexed the former Hindu states of the lower 
Ganges delta, to 1760, when the British East India Company rose to political dominance in the region.  Whether Bengal 
was ruled as a province of the Delhi sultans, as an independent kingdom under local sultans, or as a province of the 
Mughal empire, sociopolitical developments were accompanied by economic transformation—the eastward expansion 
of the agrarian frontier and the advance of settled agricultural communities, organized around wet rice cultivation.

The auThor

Richard m. eaton is Professor of History at the University of Arizona, with a special interest in India from the eleventh 
to the eighteenth centuries.

readershiP

This book will be of interest to scholars and students of Medieval Indian History, History of Medieval Bengal, History of 
Bengal Sultanate, Mughal History, History of Sufism, etc.
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The Book

Trade and Commerce in Colonial Bombay: A History of the Emergence of its Business and Financial Establishments, 
c.1661–1935 examines the evolutionary history of the Bombay Mint along with the banking institutions which led to 
an efflorescence of trade and commerce in colonial Bombay. From a small trading island in the seventeenth century, 
Bombay developed into a financial centre during British rule.

The book also investigates the effect of import of bullion from parts of South America, Europe, and Asia and its role in 
India’s economic development. The monetary concerns of the British paved the way for trade and commerce in Bombay 
with the introduction of English currencies minted in the Bombay Mint. The idea of banking thus developed from this 
Mint under the governorship of Charles Boone in 1720. Origins of banking in South Asia and South-East Asia can, 
thus, be traced to the Bombay Presidency. Given the dynamic role that the British Government and Indian merchants 
played, the period between 1661 and 1935 constituted a critical phase in transforming Bombay into a leading entrepôt 
for international trade as well as a thriving cosmopolitan city in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

The auThor

meenu Kanojia is an independent historian. Her areas of specialization include history of western India under the 
Portuguese and development of banking and commerce, in the specific context of Bombay.

readershiP

This book will be of interest to scholars and students of History of Bombay, Maritime History, History of Trade and 
Commerce, Economic History and Modern Indian History.
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The Book

Transcending Boundaries: Premodern Cultural Transactions across Asia  celebrates the scholarship of Osmund 
Bopearachchi, a pioneering scholar in the fields of art history and numismatics, whose work has impacted numerous 
other domains of history. Going beyond the traditional approach of cataloguing coins, Professor Bopearachchi has worked 
to link numismatics with sculptural and pictorial iconography. Across his decades-long career, he has transcended the 
boundaries of academic disciplines to carry out path-breaking research.

The chapters presented here consist of six themes related to Professor Bopearachchi’s diverse interests: archaeology, 
material remains and archives form the first segment; the second relates to epigraphic and numismatic sources and 
interpretative histories; the third deals with texts and their contexts; the fourth deals with art and architecture; the fifth is 
on religious studies with a special focus on Buddhism; and the final section deals with varied aspects of cultural history 
and beyond. Through these broadly interconnected themes, the volume transcends boundaries to reflect different aspects 
of cultural history and the changing vignettes of society in the premodern era based on a study of empirical sources, art 
historical material and texts

The ediTor

susmita Basu Majumdar is Professor and Head of the Department of Ancient Indian History and Culture, University of 
Calcutta, India. She specializes in Indian epigraphy and numismatics. Her other areas of interest are history of medicine 
and surgery and early Indian religion.

readershiP

This book will be of interest to scholars and students of Archaeology, Ancient Indian History, Art History and Religious 
Studies.


